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“Immediately after the entry into force of this Declaration of Principles
and the withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, with the view to
promoting economic development in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, authority
will betransferred to the Palestinians on the following spheres: education and
culture, health, social welfare, direct taxation, and tourism. The Palestinian
side will commence in building the Palestinian police force, as agreed upon.
Pending the inauguration of the Council, the two parties may negotiate the
transfer of additional powers and responsibilities, as agreed upon.*
(MYw wTN)
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“The personal jurisdiction extends to all persons within the territorial
jurisdiction referred to above, except for Israglis, unless otherwise provided
in this Agreement.”
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“In exercising its security authority, the military government will do its
utmost to respect the dignity of patients and medical staff and will act with a
view to prevent any damage to medical installations or equipment.”
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ARTICLE 17
Health

1. Powers and responsibilities in the sphere of Health in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip will be transferred to the Palestinian side, including the health
insurance system.

2. The Palegtinian side shall continue to apply the present standards of
vaccination of Pal estiniansand shall improvethemaccording to inter national ly
accepted standards in the field, taking into account WHO recommendations.
In this regard, the Palestinian side shall continue the vaccination of the
population with the vaccines listed in Schedule 3.

3. The Palestinian side shall inform Israel of any Israeli hospitalized in
a Palestinian medical institution upon his or her admission. Arrangements
for moving such hospitalized Israelis shall be agreed upon in the joint
committee.

4. The Palestinian side, on the one hand, and the Israeli Ministry of Health
or other Israeli health institutions, on the other, shall agree on arrangements
regarding treatment and hospitalization of Palestiniansin Israeli hospitals.
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5. Thelsraeli authoritiesshall endeavor to facilitate the passage of Palestinian
ambulances within and between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and Israel,
subject to the provisions of Annex |.

6. Israel and the Palestinian side shall exchange information regarding
epidemics and contagious diseases, shall cooperate in combating them and
shall devel op methods for exchange of medical files and documents.

7. The health systems of Israel and of the Palestinian side will maintain good
working relations in all matters, including mutual assistance in providing
first aid in cases of emergency, medical instruction, professional training and
exchange of information.

8. a. The Palestinian side shall act as guarantor for all payments for
Palestinian patients admitted to Israeli medical institutions, on condition that
they receive prior approval fromthe Palestinian health authorities.

b. Not withstanding the above, in all cases of the emergency hospitalization
in Israel of a sick or injured Palestinian not arranged in advance via the
Ministry of Health of the Council, the Israeli hospital shall report to the
Palestinian side directly and immediately, and in any case not more than 48
hours after the admission, the fact of the admission and the person’s condition
and diagnosis. The report shall be made by telephone and fax and the Israel
Ministry of Health shall be informed at the same time.

Within 24 hours of the receipt of the said report, the Palestinian side must
either give an undertaking to cover all the costs of the hospitalization or
remove the patient, by its own means, to a Palestinian hospital.

Should the Palestinian side have done neither of these in the given time, the
Israeli hospital shall remove the patient in an Israeli vehicle and charge all
costs to the Palestinian side at the accepted Isra€li rate.

In all cases, the Palestinian side shall cover all hospitalization costs from
admission to discharge to the territory of the Palestinian side.

Should the Israeli hospital not report as required to the Palestinian side, the
hospital itself shall bear all costs.

9. A committee established through the CAC shall facilitate coordination and
cooperation on health and medical issues between the Palestinian side and
Israel.
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10. Imports of pharmaceutical products to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
shall be in accordance with general arrangements concerning imports and
donations, as dealt with in Annex V (Protocol on Economic Relations).
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52. “In order to maintain the territorial integrity of the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip as a single territoria unit, and to promote their economic growth and the
demographic and geographical links between them, both sides shall implements
the provisions of this Annex, while respecting and preserving without obstacles,
normal and smooth movement of people, vehicles, and goods within the West
Bank, and between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.” Isragli-Palestinian Interim
Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, Washington, D.C., September
28, 1995

53. Isradi-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
Washington, D.C., September 28, 1995, Annex | Article X 1(a).
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“The members of medical and auxiliary professions must be granted the protection needed
to carry out their professional activities freely. The assistance necessary should be given
to them in fulfilling their responsiblities. Free passage should be granted whenever their assist-
anceisrequired. They should be afforded comlete professional independence.” (Regulation
in Time of Armed Conflict, WMA 1956, 1957, 1983 “Rules governing the care of sick and
wounded particularly in time of conflict).
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“You may be aware of the of the Director-General’s statement of 13 March
2002..., in which she expressed serious WHO concern about the escalation
in the Middle Eastern conflict, especially with regard to the consequences
for the people’s health, and the inability of health personnel and patients
to access health facilities and appealed to all sides in the conflict to accept
and respect the critical role of health personnel in its life saving efforts.”
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